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Abstract

An Exploratory study on the dynamics of cohabitating partner violence and
the service needs of the survivors

Key words: intimate partner violence in cohabitation, sexual
minorities, types of IPV, social support service

This study interviewed 37 survivors of intimate partner violence
during cohabitation (IPVC). Among the 29 female and 8 males survivors,

23 were heterosexuals, 10 were lesbian and four gays while the IPV occurred.

Most survivors were young adults, living in cosmopolitan areas with
college degrees and professional jobs. Among all IPVC incidents, 19 were
male on female, 10 were female on female, 4 male on male and 4 female on
female. The survivors described various types of violence acts, with
physical attacks and surveillance for control purpose as most frequently,
followed by verbal abuse as well as damaging property/pets, the next were
threat to do self-harm and financial exploitation, while sexual assault
and threat to disclose sexuality were less frequently. The survivors
attributed the IPVC to their partners’ personal background/traits,
current life circumstances, and situational factors. They also identified
different stages in coping with the incident, such as immediate reaction,
aftermath coping strategy, and the parting decision to the relationship.
All of the survivors consider the IPVC rendering various harmful and
negative impacts to their lives in the aftermath. Despite their painful
experience with IVPC, the survivors displayed different motif and
outcomes in their help-seeking behaviors due to various dilemma in
approaching both formal and informal social support systems. Among all
the survivors, their cohabitation status often made them feel isolated
from the formal support systems, such as the Domestic Violence Prevention
Act and state services. Survivors of sexual minorities encountered
additional barriers in help seeking, often resulting from the lack of
professional services provided for the sexual minorities and their
distrust and frustration with the existing services. Nevertheless, the
survivors were able to gain critical insights into the patriarchal regime,
take action to control their own lives and to promote social change through
their IVPC discourse. Based on the survivors’ needs for state services,
this study suggests prevention and treatment strategies with different
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