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A Study on Changes in Somatic Sensation-engendered
Potential Induced by Chi Acquisition from Needling

on the Yang-ling-chuan Acupoint

Jaung-Geng Lin, Chiu-Lian Shei and Wei-San Huang
China Medical College Acupuncture Researching Center
Taichung, Taiwan. R.O.C.

ABSTRACT

The " chi acquisition” condition is essential for ensuring acupunctural
effectiveness. As described in medical classics, it 1s also known as a " needling
sensation” marked by a sensation of hollowness below the needle after insertion
of the needle, which turns into a sagging, harsh, and tight sensation thereby the
patient will experience an achy, numbing, weighty, swelling or cooling and hot
sensation. The condition with such an extraordinary sensation is called " chi
acquisition” . However, we cannot obtain experimental data merely relying on-the
physician’s sagging and tight sensation below the needle or the patient’s achy,
numbing, weighty and swelling sensation. Therefore, with this study we intended
to make further exploration for explaining the changes in the somatic sensation —
engendered potential induced before and after needling on the yang — ling — chuan

acupoint and to compare changes in the latency and amplitude of the potential

before and after chi acquisition. In the past there were also reports on " chi
acquisition ', but the reports were concentrated on post-needling local musculaj
contractions and muscular potential changes, and used animals for the
experiments.

This study used a total of 20 normal males and females as the testees. On the
fifth lumbar vertebrae (L5 segment ) of these normal testees, an electric
stimulator was fixed, a recording electrode was placed at a site 2 em posterior to
CZ of the scalp and a reference electrode was placed at the ends of both eyebrows.
The latency and amplitude of the induced potential were recorded by needling on
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the yang-ling—-chuan acupoint on the same side to compare changes in the
latency and amplitude before and after needling and chi acquisition. The results
showed that in the absence of chi acquisition the amplitude was smaller after thar
befc.:ﬁre needling ( P<<0.01) and that in the presence of chi acquisition the
amplitude was even smaller than without chi acquisition ( P<<0.01) ; Besides
latency after chl acquistition was longer than before chi acquisition ( P<<0.01) .
Hence, this study has verified that there is marked relevance in the changes of
somatic sensation—engendered potential before and after needling with and
without chi acquisition. Whether we can interpfet the mechanism of analgesia and

the principle of acupuncture in terms of this finding requires further study.
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