	Current Status of Social Assistance 
Taiwan’s social assistance work is based on the principle of “proactive care, respect for needs, and support for self-reliance”, and all sorts of social assistance measures have been launched pursuant to the Public Assistance Act.  It aims at providing proper care for the poor and sick, the solitary and helpless, and those falling in emergent and difficult positions, helping people who are in low-income households and mid-to-low-income households but able to work to develop self-reliance and overcome poverty as soon as possible, maintaining basic living standards of the people, and mitigating the growth in income inequality.  Statistics by the end of June 2014 showed that there were 146,946 low-income households and the low-income population totaled 354,337 in Taiwan, representing 1.76% and 1.51% of the total households and the national population of Taiwan, respectively; there were 106,054 mid-to-low-income households and the mid-to-low-income population totaled 326,466 in Taiwan, representing 1.27% and 1.40% of the total households and the national population of Taiwan, respectively.
In accordance with Article 2 of the Public Assistance Act, the public assistance referred to in this Act is divided into living support, medical subsidies, and emergency and disaster aid.  Currently, services offered for low-income households by all levels of governments include family subsidies for living, child subsidies for living, student subsidies for living, National Health Insurance premium subsidies, partial-liability medical expense subsidies, school and miscellaneous fees reduction and exemption for low-income students, nutritional subsidies for pregnant women and babies, educational subsidies, allowances for purchase or rent of public housing, residential stays, living allowances for the elderly, living subsidies for the disabled, etc.  In addition, positive measures such as vocational training, employment services, business venture guidance and work relief are also offered to enhance the working ability of the low-income population, in order to facilitate their self-reliance and improve their living conditions.  Moreover, efforts in such work as disaster aid, emergency relief, medical subsidies, and assistance for the homeless are also continuing to help people in emergent and difficult positions and satisfy their basic living needs. 
Subsidies for various social assistance measures in recent decades are listed in the table below:

Subsidies for various social assistance measures in the recent decade

Unit: NTD (‘000)

End of year
Family subsidies for living
Student subsidies for living
Work relief

Medical subsidies

Emergency relief

Disaster aid

1999
2,340,027

499,523

593,067

102,525

235,417

29,963,122

2000
2,584,027

573,877

593,705

96,947

239,487

629,456

2001
2,701,474

596,045

513,542

101,728

214,057

968,864

2002
2,654,421

709,436

514,427

104,851

205,360

178,999

2003
2,757,075

786,842

532,192

89,631

199,140

81,288

2004
2,898,157

909,592

551,080

105,217

245,921

662,712

2005
2,979,085

1,041,295

577,004

93,764

217,939

547,739

2006
3,060,911

1,089,115

574,492

56,812

215,961

84,219

2007
3,075,800

1,173,778

560,604

61,541

268,451

132,553

2008
3,295,135

1,418,116

568,853

56,267

273,655

188,700

2009
4,175,141

2,019,397

588,034

66,394

245,764

821,798

2010 

4,428,863

2,070,615

570,102

64,027

283,733

792,257

2011
4,600,787

2,512,849

488,618

70,918

274,228

46,723

2012
6,254,677

3,533,313

415,236

71,756

269,103

173,626

2013
6,489,176

4,097,859

398,712

80,407

246,688

88,534

2014 (end of June)

3,145,473

2,045,649

180,766

39,838

125,882

19,759

Source: Monthly Bulletin of Social Welfare Statistics, Ministry of Health and Welfare, updated 2014/09/01

	



