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Traditional Chinese Medical Pediatric
Doctor Research PropsSal

Su San Leng
The A ssociation of Chinese Pediatry(R.O.C)

ABSTRACT

Development of Chinese medicine in Taiwan was rather slow. One factor
which halted the progress of research was the vicissitudes of government policy.
Other significant influences included the popularization of Western Medicine by
Chinese medicine seemed pale by comparison. Yet with the gradual development of
the Taiwanese democratic system, as well as increasing global dissatisfaction with
‘Western’” medical treatment and an aging population in a time when costs to
develop new medicines are exorbitant, large numbers of people are re-turning to
traditional medical systems providing natural treatment methods. In such an
environment, Chinese medicine in Taiwan has recently begun to receive attention
by the government.

In 1984, in response to the enormous demand for Chinese medical treatment,
the government allowed eight large hospitals for trial business using Labor
Insurance for Chinese Medical.In 1986 the law pertaining to physicians added,
“Item 7: System for examination and selection of Specialized Physicians.” This was
passed by the legislature and enacted in 1987 become the basis for specialized
physicians in Chinese medicine.

June of 1988, saw the enactment of the “Methods for physician specialization
including examination and selection.” Yet the Chinese medical field had no
supervisory structure for specialization. As a result, Western medicine took the lead
in adopting clinical education and training for the specialized physician. Western
medicine, with its vast medical resources, in as little as 10 years thoroughly
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‘specialized.” According to the National Health Institute, by the end of 2002, island
wide, there were 31,511 ‘western’ physicians. Further, June, 2002 showed 30,184
physicians who were trained and certified specialists (including one person with
more than one certification). Specialties and subspecialties, including dentistry,
numbered 26 categories, (the category of ‘Occupational Medical Specialist’ had not
yet undergone examination and selection).

The Department of Health of the Executive Yuan in December of 1994
established the ‘Committee of Chinese Medicine,” formally overseeing Chinese
Medical affairs on Taiwan. This was the most significant reform in the history of
Taiwan’s Chinese medicine since the ROC relocation to Taiwan.

In addition to supervising Chinese medical policies, the committee also aims
to improve the quality of the Chinese medical profession. One matter particularly
emphasized is to “help the Chinese Medical Community to establish an ‘association

299

for specialists’™ and gradually develop a “System for the Chinese Medical

Specialist.”

Since the “Specialization of Chinese Medicine” is an inevitable part of
modernization, promoting the Chinese Medical Specialization System is necessary.

According to the Department of Health’s plan, the Committee of Chinese
Medicine will allot 5 years between 2004 and 2008 to establish a comprehensive
Chinese Medical System (including treatment, herbal affairs services, and nursing)
and a Chinese Clinical Training System (including training for interns, residents,
herbal pharmacists and nurses). When looking at the planned policies for the
complete restructuring of both Chinese medical systems and facilities, in the
context of the active role the government is taking in the education and training of
Chinese medicine, Taiwan’s Traditional Medical education is already beginning to
get on track and gradually move towards an integration of Chinese and Western
medicine. As such, to complement this trend, which has been many years in the
making, the individual Chinese Medical Specialist Associations (Internal Medicine,
Gynecology, Pediatrics, Acupuncture, and Injury Medicine) are vigorously
promoting the continuing education of Chinese Physicians and are carrying out the
decrees of the Department of Health by researching and promoting the feasibility of
the “Chinese Medical Specialist Physician’s System.”

The present essay concerns the establishment of the System of Chinese
Medical Pediatric Specialty. Included are the qualifications, methods, and grading
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system for examination and selection as well as training standards and effective
dates of certification and methods for extensions. I have compiled and summarized
the opinions of experts and scholars for this research report with the desire to
establish an optimal “System for Chinese Medical Pediatricians.” T hope to allow
such specialists to become a modern and professional medical science.

Keywords: Specialist Medical System , Chinese Medical Pediatric System,
Principles of Chinese Medical Pediatric Specialist Physician

Examination and Selection
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