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Number : CCMP93-RD-037

Investigation of the Current Status of
Green Herb Stores in Taiwan

Yuan-Shiun Chang
China Medical University

ABSTRACT

Currently, the Health Bureau do not regulate green herbal stores, however, if
any poisoning cases were reported, the Health Bureau still the target to be blamed by
the general public. Therefore, the Committee of Chinese Medicine and Pharmacy,
Department of Health listed "Evaluation of the Possibility of Regulating Green
Herbal Stores" as key issue in the research grant proposal to study the possibility and
possible difficulties in regulating the green herbal stores.

This project studied the current statue of green herb stores in Taiwan. From
September 1, 2003 to November 30, 2004, we visited 86 green herb stores
islandwide. Additional green herb stores information was collected from Hipage. A
total of 223 green herbal stores list was collected. In these stores, 268 dried herbs,
168 fresh herbs, 56 fresh juice species were found. There were 41 species of dried
herbs and 44 herb extracts granules used in Chinese medicine hospitals. Twenty-five
species which were recorded in ancient herbals are also sold in these green herb
stores. Forty-seven species used for herbal tea, 21 tea bags, 13 websites 21 medicinal
plants related organizations, 36 medicinal plant gardens and top 50 best selling herbs
species were collected and included in the report. We also held a meeting with
related herbal store practitioner representatives to discuss the possibilities of
regulating green herbal stores. The meeting records and the final report of this
project will provide valuable reference for the Health Bureau in decision making
regarding the control of green herb stores in the future.

KeyWords: Green herb stores, Green herbs, Current statue, Pharmacy administration
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