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Modern concept of symptom analysis
on Shan-Han-Lun

Fang-Pey Chen

Taipei Veterans General Hospitol

ABSTRACT

The classic medical work, Shan-Han-Lun, was written by Chung-Ching Chang
during the late years in East-Han Dynasty, around the 3rd century A.D.
Shan-Han-Lun is an appointed teaching material for the Chinese medicine and the
qualification test of Chinese medicine doctors. No data on the occurrence rate of the
modern febrile symptoms is found in domestic and foreign research reports. We use
the data of the clinical prescriptions used in the Chinese medicine clinics of the
country between 1999 to 2002 to analyze the applying rate of the shan-han
prescriptions. The four years' data is collected by the National Health Research
Institutes.

Only 42 shan-han prescriptions are approved by the National Health Insurance.
The occurrence rate of the 42 shan-han prescriptions among the five hundred
millions prescriptions during the four years is 5.22%. It is not high. Among them,
Tai-Yang prescriptions occupies 71.31%; Yang-Ming prescriptions, 3.31%; Shao-
Yang prescriptions, 17.49%; Tai-Ying prescriptions, 0.10%; Shao-Yin prescriptions,
6.05%; and Chueh-Yin prescriptions, 1.74%. Tai-Yang prescriptions stand at the top
and Tai-Ying prescription includes only Kui-Ch plus Shao-Yao-Tang. There is no
obvious difference among the four seasons, but, the occurrence rates seem higher in
autumn and winter. The most common prescription is Ko-Ken-Tang. The second is
Shao-Yao-Gan-Hsao-Tang. The third is Hsiao-Ching-Lung-Tang. The fourth is
Pan-Hsia-Hsieh-Hsin-Tang. Hsiao-Chai-Hu-Tang stands at the fifth. These five
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prescriptions above occupy 60% of the total shan-han prescriptions. They are all
belong to the Tai-Yang prescriptions.

Keywords: Shan-Han-Lun., Tai Yang Syndrome, six-meridian diagnosis, Fan-Gi
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