Definitions of Terms

1.Hospital 
Refer to an institution with one or more departments of medical operations with each department having specialist physicians. 

2.Clinic
A medical institution with only outpatient service and installed with less than 9 observation beds.  According to its nature of business a clinic may be a specialist clinic or a general clinic. 
3.General Hospital
Refer to a hospital with more than six departments of medical services including internal medicine, surgery, pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, anesthesiology, radiology and others; each department should have specialist physicians and with more than 100 hospital beds. 
4.Chronic Hospital
Refer to a hospital for prolonged stay of patients, generally more than 30 days, for medical services. General hospital, hospital and specialist hospital with chronic wards may also be called chronic hospital. 

5.Psychiatric Hospital
Refer to a hospital engaging in psychiatric medical service. 

6.General Practice Clinic
Refer to a clinic engaging in general medical practice. 
7.Hospitals and Clinics of VACRS
Refer to general hospital, hospitals and affiliated clinics of VACRS. 

8. Hosp. and Clinics Affiliated with Public Institution
Refer to affiliated hospital, clinic and infirmary of government organs and public enterprises. 
9.Civilian Clinics of Military Hospital
Refer to medical unit of a military hospital of the Ministry of National Defense serving civilians (or the general public). 
10. Proprietary Hospitals＆Clinics

Refer to hospitals and clinics set up by or affiliated to medical institutions. 
11. Acute Beds
Refer to beds installed in accordance with the installation standard of the general hospital, hospital and specialist hospital but excludes special beds and psychiatric beds. 

12. Chronic Beds
Refer to beds installed in accordance with the installation standard of chronic hospitals.  This also applies to patient wards of general hospital, hospital and specialist hospital. 
13. Psychiatric Beds
Refer to beds installed in accordance with the psychiatry installation standard which follows the installation standard of the general hospital, hospital and specialist hospital. It is divided into acute beds and chronic beds, and acute beds also include beds for treating drug addicts. 
14. T．B．Beds
Refer to beds intended specially for T.B. patients in T.B. wards. 

15. Leprosy Beds
Refer to beds intended specially for leprosy patients in leprosy wards. 

16. Intensive Care Bed
Refer to beds equipped with life surveillance apparatuses for 24-hour intensive care of emergency and serious illness patients such as ICU and CCU, etc. 
17. Hospice Palliative Care Beds
Refer to beds intended specially for patients with serious injury who have been diagnosed by physician as incurable and death inevitable.  
18. Infant Care Beds
Refer to beds intended for sick infants in infant wards. 
19. Nursery Beds
Refer to beds installed in the nursery of hospitals and clinics for care of newborn babies by the medical personnel; this also includes heat preservation box. 
20. Psychiatric ＆ Other Custodial Beds
Refer to unregistered beds installed not according to the installation standard of medical institutions but for de facto use by patients. 

21. Beds per 10,000 Population
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22.Bed Occupancy Rate %
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23.Licensed Medical Personnel
(1) Medical personnel who have passed medical personnel examination of the Examination Yuan and been issued professional certificate of medical personnel by the competent central health authority. 

(2) Fill in one if you have more than two qualifications; but in principle it is based on registered license. 

24.Registered Medical Personnel
Refer to medical personnel with professional certificate issued by the competent central health authority and being registered by the competent local health authority. 

25.Physician
Refer to a person who has passed the physician examination in accordance with the Physician Act and in possession of a physician certificate. 

26.Doctor of Chinese Medicine
Refer to a person who has passed the examination for doctor of Chinese medicine in accordance with the Physician Act and in possession of a doctor of Chinese medicine certificate. 

27.Dentist

Refer to a person who has passed the examination for dentist in accordance with the Physician Act and in possession of a dentist certificate. 

28.Pharmacist
Refer to a person who has passed the pharmacist qualification examination and in possession of a pharmacist certificate and is engaging in drug dispensing and certification and other pharmacist business. 

29.Medical Technologist
Refer to a person who has passed the examination for medical technologist in accordance with the medical technologist administration regulation and in possession of a medical technologist certificate.  
30.Registered Professional Nurse
Refer to a person who has passed the examination for registered professional nurse or passed qualification and in possession of a registered professional nurse certificate. 
31.Dietitian

Refer to a person who has passed the dietitian examination in accordance with the Dietitian Act and in possession of a dietitian certificate. 

32.Registered Nurse

Refer to a person who has passed the registered nurse examination or passed qualifications and in possession of a registered nurse certificate. 

33. Midwife
Refer to a person who has passed the midwife examination and in possession of a midwife certificate. 

34.Registered Professional Midwife

Refer to a person who has passed the registered professional midwife examination and in possession of a registered professional midwife certificate. 

35.Pharmacist Assistant
Refer to a person who has passed the pharmacist assistant qualification examination and in possession of a pharmacist assistant certificate and who engages in drug (except for anesthetic drug) dispensing and not engaged in the business of toxic drugs.  

36.Medical Technologist Assistant

Refer to a person who has passed the medical technologist assistant examination in accordance with the medical technologist administration regulations and in possession of the medical technologist assistant certificate. 
37.Dental Assistant
Refer to a person who has passed the dental assistant examination in accordance with the dental assistant administration regulations and in possession of a dental assistant certificate. (Issuance of dental assistant certificate was terminated on September 11, 1975 after implementation of the Physician Act.)

38.Medical Radiation Technologist
Refer to a person who has passed the medical radiation technologist examination in accordance with the Atomic Energy Act. 

39.Medical Radiological Technician
Refer to a person who has passed the medical radiological technician examination in accordance with the Atomic Energy Act. 

40.Dental Laboratory Technician
Refer to a person who has been registered as a dental laboratory technician in accordance with the dental laboratory technician administration regulations and in possession of a dental laboratory technician certificate. 
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41. Licensed Medical personnel per 10,000 population
42.Medical Devices
Refer to instruments, apparatuses, tools and accessories and parts for diagnosis, treatment, mitigation or direct prevention of human diseases or sufficient to affect the human body structure and function.  

43.Finished Pharmaceuticals

Refer to pharmaceuticals being processed from raw material medicinal and prepared in the form of a drug and dosage where usage requires physician prescription or instruction for treating disease. 

44.over-the-counter Drugs

Refer to raw material medicinal after processing without using its original name whereas the added anesthetic drug and toxic drug do not exceed the restricted quantity as stipulated by the central health authority, and its action is moderate with no accumulation, durable for storage, convenient for use and with effect, dosage, and method for use clearly stated and has licence number printed for over-the-counter drug which do not require physician instruction for treating illness. 
45.Pharmacy
Refer to a place in charge of by the pharmacist or pharmacist assistant for drug dispensing and supply business in accordance with the law; the pharmacy may engage in drug retailing business. 
46.Pharmaceutical Firms
Refer to traders of drug or medical devices and manufacturers of drug or medical devices. 

47.Western Medicine Dealers

Refer to dealers who engage in the wholesale, retail, import and export of western medicine.  

48.Chinese Herb Medicine Dealers
Refer to dealers who engage in the wholesale, retail, import and export of Chinese herb medicine. 

49.Western Medicine Manufacturers
Refer to manufacturers who engage in the production, processing and product wholesale, export and import of self-use raw materials of western medicine; such manufacturers may also engage in the retail business of their manufactured products. 

50.Chinese Herb Medicine Manufacturers
Refer to manufacturers who engage in the production, processing and product wholesale, export and import of self-use raw materials of Chinese herb medicine; such manufacturers may also engage in the retail business of their manufactured products.
51.Medical Devices Dealers
Refer to dealers who engage in the wholesale, retail, import and export of medical devices. 
52.Medical Devices Manufacturers
Refer to manufacturers who engage in production and assembly of medical devices and wholesale, export and import of self-use raw materials; aforementioned medical devices manufacturers may also engage in the retail business of their self-manufactured products. 
53.Counterfeit Drugs
    Refer to drugs that have been inspected to have one of following circumstances: 
    1. Manufactured at will without approval. 

    2. The name of effective content does not conform to what has been approved. 

    3. Replaced or doped with the product of other person. 

    4. Label with valid date tempered or changed. 

54.Misbranded or Defective drugs
Refer to approved drugs that have been inspected to have one of following circumstances: 
1. Adding at will of illicit coloring agent, preservative, spice, flavor enhancer and excipient. 

2. The quality, quantity or strength of the effective content does not conform to what have been approved. 

3. Drug found to have dirt or alien substance in part or in whole. 

4. Apparent change of color, turbidity, sedimentation, deliquesce, rotten or decomposition. 

5. Primary medical effect does not conform to what has been approved. 
6. Passed valid date or storage date. 

7. Degenerated due to prolonged or improper storage. 

8. Stored in container made from hazardous material or used recycled container. 

55.Prohibited Drugs

Refer to drugs that have one of following circumstances: 

1. Toxic drugs that have been ordered by the competent central health authority to prohibit production, dispensing, import, export, selling or display.  
2. Drugs imported at will without approval but drugs carried by passengers or servicemen of transportation vehicles for self-use are excluded.  

56. Vaccine

That which is produced from bacteria, Rickettsia or virus, and may turn into suspension solution of such microbes or abstract or sterile suspension solution of such substance. 
57.Foods
Substance and its raw material for eating or chewing by people. 

58.Food Additives
Substance added or in contact with food in the process of food production, processing, preparation, packaging, transportation and storage for coloring, flavoring, preserving, bleaching, emulsifying, adding fragrance, stabilizing quality, forging fermentation, increasing viscosity, increasing nutrition, preventing oxidation or other usages. 
59.Food Utensils
Appliances, tools or containers which are in direct contact with food or food additives. 

60.Food Containers and Packages
Containers or packages which are in direct contact with food or food additives. 

61.Food-grade Detergents

Substance used directly for cleaning food, food utensils, food containers and food packages. 
62.Special Dietary Foods

Food with added vitamin, amino acid or mineral nutrients; baby formula food; food for patient: including food for adjusting protein, amino acid, fat or mineral and food with low lactose, for reducing allergy, controlling weight, pipe feeding and for diabetic patient. 

63.Food Processors / Traders
Processors or traders who engage in the production, preparation, processing, selling, storage, import, export of food or food additives or the production, processing, import, export and selling of food utensils, food containers, food packages and food-grade detergents. 
64.Food Borne Outbreaks
Food poisoning refers to disease caused by intake of food contaminated by bacteria or other toxin or toxic chemical substance.  In the viewpoint of epidemiology, two or more people have the same symptom from taking the same food may be termed food poisoning if the same type of pathogenic factor (such as serum or identical bacteria of bacteriophage) separated from suspected specimen of food residue and human specimen such as the stool of patient, vomit and blood or other relevant environmental specimen (such as water, air, soil, etc.).  It is also considered an incident of food poisoning if death is caused by intake of botulinus or acute chemical poisoning even if it involves only one person. 
65.Number of Clinical Visits
Refer to the number of visits to the hospital or clinic and used medical record after registration. 
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66.Average Length of Stay
Statistics of cause of death is based on statistics of original cause of death. 

67.Cause of Death

Cause of death stated on the death certificate refers to all that caused or triggered illness or injury and the incident or violence that caused death. 

68.Crude Death Rate
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69.Infant Mortality Rate
The number of death for every thousand live delivered infants under 1 year old each year.  That is, newborn infant mortality rate + post-delivery infant mortality rate. 
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70.Maternal Mortality Rate
Maternal mortality refers to death of women during the pregnancy period or within 42 days after termination of pregnancy regardless of the length of pregnancy or the location of pregnancy, and death caused by any reason related to pregnancy or aggravated by pregnancy is also included but excludes death caused by accident or accidental reasons; maternal mortality is one of the reasons of mortality rate. Maternal death is divided into following two types. 
 (1) Mortality directly related to obstetrics and gynecology: Death caused by complications of obstetrics and gynecology in the pregnancy state (pregnancy, delivery and puerperium) and death caused by abortion, miscarriage, improper treatment or a series of incidents caused by aforementioned reasons.  
(2) Mortality indirectly related to gestation: Existing illness before pregnancy or reason not directly related to gestation during pregnancy and caused death due to aggravation by pregnancy. 
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71.Notifiable Infectious Disease
Classified according to the extent of hazard from mortality rate, incidence rate and dissemination speed: 
Category 1: refer to smallpox, plague, SARS, H5N1 flu, etc. 
Category 2: refer to diphtheria, typhoid, dengue, measles, etc. 

Category 3: refer to T.B., serious enterovirus, Japanese encephalitis, etc. 

Category 4: aside from previous three categories, known contagious disease or syndrome of epidemic under surveillance or necessary for prevention such as chicken pox, serious flu complications, etc. 

Category 5: aside from previous four categories, infectious epidemic that could affect public health and emerging infectious disease or syndrome that requires preventive countermeasures or preparatory plan such as yellow fever, rift valley fever, Ebola virus hemorrhagic fever, Lhasa virus hemorrhagic fever, etc. 
72.Quarantine
Refer to various measures taken to restrict dissemination of import source of infectious disease or contact with non-infected person or article within the territory, and restrict it to a specified place to curb infection. 
73.Infection
Special infectious pathogen inside the body of a person which is capable of infecting another person even without clinical symptoms. 

74.Infant

A child under 1 year old. 

75.Crude Birth Rate
The no. of births in 1,000 population within a year. 
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76.Crude Rate of Natural Increase
That is, crude birth rate minus crude death rate. 
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Crude rate of natural increase
77.General Fertility Rate
Average live delivery by every 1,000 child-bearing age women in the year. (Child-bearing age refers to age 15—49).
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78.Expectation of Life
Assuming each newborn infant experienced death risk by each age group in a certain period, their life expectancy in survival, that is, the average no. of years that can expect to survive after reaching X years-old is called the expectation of life for X years-old.  
79.Sex Ratio
Refer to the proportion of the no. of male vs female.
That is, obtained by the no. of male /no. of female  x 100. 
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