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Mr. President, Health Ministers, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great privilege for me to address this plenary session in my capacity as Health
Minister of Chinese Taipei. Firstly, | would like to extend my congratulations to you,
Mr. President, upon your election to the presidency of this year’s WHA. | would also
like to express my sincere appreciation to Director General Dr. Margaret Chan and
her capable staff for arranging our participation in this assembly for the second time
in 39 years.

Last year, Taiwan’s participation in the WHA and incorporation into the IHR
framework enabled us to obtain guidance form the WHO directly and to take more
effective actions in handling the pandemic H1N1 influenza. Subsequently, we were
able to produce our own vaccine and do our part to prevent the spread of this
pandemic. Your strong support for our meaningful participation will not go in vain.
Moreover, when the earthquake hit Haiti in January this year, our rescue and medical
teams were among the first on the spot to assist with the relief work. In the process,
we worked closely with teams from the U.S., E1 Salvador and Ecuador. We will
further join hands with the global community to assist Haiti in rebuilding its public
health, medical care and disease prevention systems. These facts illustrate that our
participation in the WHO not only helps strengthen the global network for epidemic
prevention, but also allows more countries to benefit from Taiwan’s advanced
medical capabilities.

Over the past decade, the global financial crisis, epidemics, earthquakes, blizzards,
droughts, floods, and other man-made and natural disasters have posed serious
challenges to mankind. They have also impeded global efforts to realize the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. As the deadline for achieving the
MDGs is drawing near, and considering that health is at the heart of the MDGs, it is
opportune for us to review where we stand today.

To achieve the health-related MDGs, the WHO has devoted considerable resources to
a broad array of projects, and has made substantive achievements. Taiwan, likewise,
has worked hard and made significant progress in such areas as the prevention of
HIV/AIDS and the eradication of malaria as well as other infectious diseases. In
addition, we have built a comprehensive medical care system and implemented
well-designed public health plans related to women, children, and vaccinations.
Furthermore, we have established one of the most successful universal health



insurance programs in the world. Because of our endeavors, the health of the general
public, particularly women, children and senior citizens, has greatly improved.
Taiwan would like very much to share these experiences with the rest of the world,
and provide training and resources in a variety of fields to those countries in need. By
working together with the international community, we can help achieve the
health-related goals set in the MDGs.

I would like to reiterate that diseases and disasters know no boundaries. SARS and the
pandemic HIN1 influenza have made us all the more aware that only by joining
forces can we minimize the impact of cross-border health crises. | therefore call for all
countries to join together in support of the policies of the WHO. We need to make
good use of this important health platform to promote better human security and reach
the goals set in the MDGs.

Mr. President and distinguished Health Ministers, the continuous participation of
Chinese Taipei in the work of the WHO will not only benefit people in Taiwan, but
also help enhance the global system for disease prevention and strengthen the
international community’s ability to respond to disasters. | cherish this opportunity to
take part in deliberations on how to deal with public health challenges, and we very
much hope to share our experiences, knowledge and expertise. Last but not least, |
wish the 63" WHA a great success. Thank you very much.
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