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Thank you, Mr. President for giving me the floor. On behalf of Chinese Taipei, |
would like, first of all, to congratulate you on your election as President of this year’s
Health Assembly and assure you of my support and cooperation. It is a great privilege
for Chinese Taipei to participate in the Sixty-second World Health Assembly as an
observer. | would like to express my most sincere gratitude to Director-General Dr
Chan and her staff in the Secretariat who invited us and helped with all the
arrangements.

In a world where diseases transcend national borders, international health affairs
require broader multilateral cooperation. The participation of Chinese Taipei in the
Health Assembly is imperative, as the world is witnessing the threat of a possible
influenza A (H1IN1) 2009 pandemic at this juncture.

Only by uniting together can the world be capable of fighting against transnational
health threats. For all these years, WHO has served as a pivotal and reliable platform
for all international health matters. We therefore cherish this opportunity to work
alongside our counterparts from all over the world.

Chinese Taipei will therefore continue to abide by the norms and rules of the
international health community, and will cooperate with all WHO Member States in
the global health arena. We are able and willing to contribute to the work and
activities of WHO. We are the frontrunner in viral hepatitis control, tobacco control
and e-health internationally. I pledge that we will contribute more to the international
community starting today. We believe that the inclusion of Chinese Taipei in those
WHO activities will undoubtedly strengthen the world’s ability to deal with public
health emergencies.

WHO has always played an important role in disease control. We are very happy to
announce that we have already joined the International Health Regulations network
this January. This is a significant step forward for Chinese Taipei. And for the world,
there will be one less breach in WHQO’s line of defense against pandemic influenza.
We have mobilized our biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries to join in this
battle. We are willing to share with you our new advances and experiences. | have full
confidence that united we can meet the challenges of this pandemic influenza.

Mr. President, the participation of Chinese Taipei is not only for the benefit of the 23
million people in Taiwan but also in the best interests of the 6.8 billion around the
world. | thank you again for giving us the opportunity to benefit from the collective



wisdom of this great organization and in return to make our contribution. |
wholeheartedly wish every success for the Sixty-second World Health Assembly.
Thank you. Cheche!
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