A Global Village
Near and Far

There was an article in a high school Chinese textbook with the title of
'Hsieh Tien' (Heaven be thanked), meaning that when we receive help from
others and achieve some success later, we could not express gratitude to each
subject, we would sum up the gratitude and say 'Hsieh Tien'.

Today, we are thankful for the support of international society when we
were in deprived condition. Now with abundant medical care resources
through development in the past few decades, we are eager to feedback
whatever we could to anywhere that needs supports.

Humanitarian and international medical aid organizations in Taiwan have
grown in large numbers in the past few years. Except relief actions of the
Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation, the Presbyterian Mackay Memorial Hospital,
other non-religious, non-governmental organizations such us the Taiwan Root
Medical Peace Corps, International Action and Cooperation Team (iACT),
Taiwan International Medical Alliance (TIMA), Noordhoff Craniofacial
Foundation are all developing. Even the Nobel Peace Prize winner, the
Medecins Sans Frontier (MSF), is planning to set up a branch in Taiwan.

The Taiwan Root Medical Peace Corps pioneered with providing free
medical care services in countries with no diplomatic relations with Taiwan
such as the Amazon region in Peru. iACT has finished pilot research in Nepal
and Southern India for further aid actions, TIMA has also sent teams for the
prevention of tobacco hazards projects in Malaysia with the Rockfeller
Foundation.

With so many years' experiences in international medical aid, the word
'"Taiwan' is already engraved in many countries. Medical care sees no
boundaries; more importantly, the access to it is one of the basic human rights.
With or without diplomatic relations, we deeply believe that human beings
have the utmost value of helping each other.
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Taiwan often incorporates with the Red Cross Society for international
medical aids.
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Taiwan though is small, both the
governmental and non-governmental

organizations are eager to volunteer for
international relief.
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Mending God's joke-the Noordhoff
Foundation in Taiwan provides free
operations for harelip all over the
world.
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